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why

students solve real problems 

real problems motivate students 
and help them to navigate in healthcare



what

Courtesy Julia Loftsdottir



how

Co
ur

se
 Assi

gn
men

t

Pro
jec

t W
or

k

BSc
/M

Sc
 Th

es
is

Joi
nt

 Re
se

arc
h (

Ph
D/P

os
tD

oc
)



how 
(we did)

initial engagement 
course work assignment 

deeper analysis and synthesis 
master thesis project(s)



establish mutual relation 
describe/understand domain 

provide a basis for further work

course work assignment 
why



course work assignment 
process



course work assignment 
hvidovre investment

initial project description 
presentation to class 

show emergency room daily life 
listen to presentations 

provide feedback to proposals 
be available for questions



course work assignment 
DTU investment

provide academic background 
(re)shaping the assignment 

supervise students 
coordination



course work assignment 
outcome

expect a modest outcome 
possibly just some good ideas 

and nowhere near a working system 
but a wide range of new and different takes 

(more positive reception at Hvidovre than by the “grumpy old teacher”)



master thesis project(s)

a much longer investment 
but also potentially a real prototype



master thesis project(s)

5 to 6 months of work 
need more domain insights 

need to experiment and access real users 
outcome will vary with individuals’ investment



potential challenges

language 
patient contact/data 

strict academic schedule 
expectations towards final outcome 

academic learning vs concrete solution 


